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scieNTiFic coNFereNce

WesTerN BAlkANs: 
THe NexT europe
Next Europe Network: Reformation and Democratization of the Western Balkan

The European University of Tirana in cooperation with the Sapienza Uni-
versity of Rome organize the International Scientific Conference ‘Next Eu-
rope Network – Reformation and Democratization of the Western Balkan’, 
on the 25th and 26th June 2015, Aula Magna, UET.
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The idea to establish the Network ‘Next Europe’ comes as an initiative of the European 
University of Tirana and draws from the need to reconceptualise the Western Balkan 
countries as the future Europe. The Western Balkan countries still face major challenges 
due to past legacies of ethnic and civil conflicts, poorly developed economic systems 
and most currently due to the initial signs of Islamic fundamentalism. Albania, BiH, 
Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo and Macedonia are yet to become members of the 
European Union. Some of the Western Balkan countries are progressing towards the 
European accession and have been granted the status of candidate country to join EU, 
whereas others are falling behind considering their particular contexts and historical 
legacies. In addition, the Western Balkan countries demonstrate similar patterns in terms 
of democratization, reformation, governance and economic model. The Berlin process 
and the European Union have emphasised the regional integration and cooperation 
approach for the Western Balkan countries with an attempt to bring them as a group 
closer to the European Union. 
The aim of the Network ‘Next Europe’ is to address the challenges of democratization, 
socio-economic development and institutional progress of the Western Balkan countries 
with a particular focus on the indicators for modernization and Europeanization in 
terms of political, economic and social processes. The European University of Tirana 
initiates the Network, which aims to establish a cooperation network between leading 
universities in the Western Balkans and research centres in Europe with research 
expertise and interest on the region. 
The Network ‘Next Europe’ seeks to launch as its first and major outcome an Index of 
Reformation for the Western Balkan. Secondly, the Network aims at developing joint 
initiatives with the partners such as projects, exchange programmes, conferences 
and trainings linked to common research interests, higher education sector and 
contemporary developments in the region. The Network ‘Next Europe’ will hold an 
international scientific conference each year followed by the publication of the Index of 
Reformation for the Western Balkan. 

Introducing the Network ‘Next Europe’ 
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The Jean Monnet Chair at the European University of Tirana and the Jean Monnet at the 
Sapienza University of Rome jointly organise the conference with a particular focus on 
the path of Western Balkan countries, such as Albania, towards European accession and 
the role of civil society. 
The Jean Monnet at Sapienza University of Rome establishes the EU OBSERVER with the 
aim to connect worlds to promote European Education between universities, schools 
and civil society organizations. This observer has started up processes to open the 
University system and welcome the outside world, especially youth and schools, to 
promote pathways of European Citizenship Education for all.
The Jean Monnet Chair at the European University of Tirana seeks to develop theoretical 
and practical knowledge and expertise on EU and regional development amongst 
students, academics, civil society and local government in order to enhance the 
Albanian capacities to benefit from EU structural funds in lieu of the EU accession. 

Jean Monnet Conference: The Albanian path 
towards Europe and the role of civil society 
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The aim of the conference is two-folded: first, to establish the Next Europe Network 
on democratization and reformation of the Western Balkans and secondly, to bring 
together scholars and practitioners to discuss on the role of civil society organisations in 
the democratization process considering the path of Western Balkan countries towards 
European Union. 

Objectives: 

•	 to bring together all partner institutions that have confirmed their interest to 
cooperate for the Next Europe Network;

•	 to develop an action plan for future common activities and projects: research, 
exchange, etc.;

•	 to present and discuss articles on the democratization and reformation of the 
Western Balkans and the role of civil society on their path towards European 
Union. 

Aim and objectives of the conference 
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School of Slavonic & East European Studies, UCL, London, UK

LSE Research on South East Europe, LSE, London, UK

Central European University, Budapest, Hungary

European University Institute, Florence, Italy

Sapienza University of Rome, Rome, Italy 

Science Po, Paris, France

Center for South East European Studies, University of Graz, Graz, Austria 

University of Salzburg, Salzburg, Austria 

University of Ljubjana, Ljubjana, Slovenia 

University of Sarajevo, Sarajove, BiH

University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia 

University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad, Serbia 

South East European University, Tetovo, Macedonia 

University of Pristina, Pristina, Kosovo

American University of Kosovo, Pristina, Kosovo 

University of Donja-Gorica, Podgorica, Montenegro 

Next Europe Network Partners 
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Programme
First day - Thursday, 25th June 2015

18:00-19.45 Plenary Session at European University of Tirana, UET Aula Magna

18:00-18:15 Welcome note   Prof. Dr. Adrian Civici, President 
      of the European University of Tirana  
    
18:15-18:30 EU Observatory: Connecting worlds Prof. Umberto Triulzi, Chancellor’s 
  to promote European education  Delegate for Cooperation - Head
  among universities, schools and of the European Observatory, 
  civil society organisations  Sapienza University of Rome
   
18:30-18:45 Democratic transition and European Prof. Dr. Jacques Rupnik, Senior 
  integration in the Western Balkan Research Fellow, Sciences Po 
   
18:45-19:00  The dilemmas of building civil Prof. Jan Kubik, Director, UCL School 
  society outside of the West   of Slavonic and East European Studies
   
19:00-19:15 The establishment of the Next Henri Çili, PhD, Director General, UET 
  Europe Network  
    
19:15-19:30 Bridging research with policy in  Odeta Barbullushi, PhD, Deputy Minster,
  the Western Balkans: limits and Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
  possibilities
   
19:30-19:45 Towards European Political Union:  Prof. Francesco Gui, Coordinator
  A challenge for Universities   of University for Europe, La Sapienza   
      University

19.45- 20.30 Dinner/Reception, UET  

Second day – Friday, 26th June 2015

NExT EUROPE NETWORK: REFORMATION AND DEMOCRATIzATION OF THE WESTERN BALKANS. 
  
  THE ALBANIAN PATH TOWARDS EUROPE: CIVIL SOCIETy PARTICIPATION

09:30- 10:00  Registration, Aula Magna, UET

10:00-11:30 NExT EUROPE NETWORK: REFORMATION AND DEMOCRATIzATION OF THE   
  WESTERN BALKANS
  
  “Cooperation for research: South  Prof. Florian Bieber, Professor in South   
  East European Studies”   East European Studies and Director
      of the Center for South East European 
      Studies at the University of Graz 
  
  “Democratization via Enlargement -  Dr. Arolda Elbasani, Robert
  EU Conditionality, Formal   Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies
  Compliance, and State Capture”  
      
  “Taking European Integration  Prof. Assoc. Dr. Erjona Canaj,
  seriously.  Albania’s actual   Head of the Department of Private Law,
  challenges”   UET

  Friends and Foes: Developing  Elvin Gjevori, PhD, Lecturer, 
  Regional Policy during Transitions”,  Department of Applied Social Sciences
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  Moderator: Blerjana Bino, PhD (c), Research and Development, UET

11:30-12:00 Coffee Break 

12:00-13:30 EUROPEANISATION AND THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETy   
  
  “The role of Civil Society in EU  Prof. Katia Scannavini, 
  migration policies”   La Sapienza University

  “The participation of Civil Society:  Prof. Emanuela Ferreri,
  process and condition. A   La Sapienza University
  socio-anthropological reading”

  “The impact of ‘time norms’ on Gilman Bakalli, PhD, Lecturer, 
  interpersonal communication Department of Communication 
  in Albanian context  and Public Relations, UET
   
  “The Self-Regulatory Role of the  Dr. Belina Budini, Head of the
  Albanian Electronic Media as Civil  Department of Communication
  Society Actors”   and Public Relations, UET

  “The confidence of citizens  Ervis Iljazaj, PhD, Lecturer, 
  in public institutions”  Department of Applied 
      Social Sciences
   
  Moderator: Prof. Umberto Triulzi, Chancellor’s Delegate 
  for Cooperation - Head of the European 
  Observatory, Sapienza University of Rome

13:30-14:30 Lunch

14:30-16:00 NExT EUROPE NETWORK AND FUTURE PLANS
  
  “Erasmus+ instruments for   Dr Franz Kok, University of Salzburg
  cooperation”
    
  “EU Observatory: a way to connect Valentina Gullo, 
  European students”  Sapienza University of Rome 
  
  Europeanisation of the Western  Blerjana Bino, PhD (c), Research
  Balkans: Action Plan  and Development, UET 
  of the Network 
   
  Moderator: Nita Luçi, PhD, Head of University 
  Program for Gender Studies and Research, 
  University of Prishtina 

16:00-16:30 Coffee Break

16:30-17:00 Concluding remarks

  Proceedings to be published in September 2015, ISBN 978-9928-190-39-3
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Short BIO
GiOvanni aversa

Born in 1986, he graduated in International Relations and Master in Development 
Economics and International Cooperation. He has made internships at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and at the US Embassy. He is currently Teaching Assistant in Economics 
in the Department of Economics and Business (Deim) at the University of Tuscia 
and collaborates with Assonebb, National Association of Bank, Stock Exchange and 
Finance (whose members are companies and banks including the Bank of Italy) and 
Eurocomunicazione.com, think tank on Europe (in cooperation with the European 
Parliament Office Information in Italy). He is founder and chief editor of Affariglobali.it, 
think thank on Foreign affairs, Europe and Economics.

Odeta BarBullushi, Phd

Odeta Barbullushi, PhD is a Vice minister in the Ministry of Foreign and a Jean Monnet 
key Staff member. She has the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) from the University 
of Birmingham, Great Britain and she is expert of Political Science and International 
Relations. She holds an MA in Contemporary European Studies from the University 
of Sussex and another one in International Relations and European Studies from the 
Central Europen University in Budapest, graduated in Journalism, Communication at 
the University of Tirana in 2001. She worked as a lecturer at the Centre for European 
Studies, University of Birmingham. She has worked since 2009 to 2014 at the European 
University of Tirana, initially as Head of Department of Political Science and International 
Relations, and most recently as Vice / Rector for Research and Methodology, as well 
as editor of the scientific journal ‘Polis’.  Mrs. Barbullushi in 2013, spent time as a 
postdoctoral researcher at the University of Graz Karl Franzen, Austria. Her postgraduate 
studies and scientific work are funded by a number of prestigious international 
scholarships and awards, such as scholarship of Open Society Institute (OSI), Sasakawa 
Fellowship, Dorothy Hodgkins Postgraduate Award, Ernst Mach Global Fellowship, and 
‘Brain Gain Incentive’ grant. 

PrOf. dr. flOrian BieBer

Florian Bieber is a Professor of Southeast European Studies and director of the Centre 
for Southeast European Studies at the University of Graz, Austria. He studied at Trinity 
College (USA), the University of Vienna and Central European University, and received 
his PhD in Political Science from the University of Vienna. Between 2001 and 2006 he 
worked in Belgrade (Serbia) and Sarajevo (Bosnia & Herzegovina) for the European 
Centre for Minority Issues. He is a Visiting Professor at the Nationalism Studies Program 
at Central European University and has taught at the University of Kent, Cornell 
University, the University of Bologna and the University of Sarajevo.

Blerjana BinO, Phd (c)

Blerjana is a Jean Monnet key Staff member and the Director for Project Development 
and Research at the European University of Tirana. She has been involved in the 
development and management of various research and capacity building projects 
funded European Commission, OSI, SDC, and other local and international donors. She 
holds a Master of Science in Politics and Communication from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science in UK, and is currently at the final stage of her doctoral 
studies in communication sciences. She is a COST researcher in the COST Action ISCH 
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IS1308 on political populism and a European Union Delegation to Albania Expert on 
media and information society in Albania. She is a lecturer of Research Methodologies; 
New Media and ICTs. She has recently completed a research fellowship at the 
Communication and Media Research Institute (CAMRI) at the University of Westminster, 
investigating new media and alternative communication. 

BrankO BOskOvic

Branko Boskovic, is a Teaching Assistant at the University of Donja Gorica, Podgorica, 
Montenegro, in the field of Sociology and Political Sociology. He is currently involved 
on courses: Sociology, Introduction to Politics, Political Sociology and Globalization. 
Graduated in the field of political sciences and his master thesis was on the 
development of party system in Montenegro after 90’s, with special interest in changing 
attitude of voters and cleavages. He is a PhD student at Humanistic Studies at University 
of Donja Gorica, on programme Political Theory and his thesis is in the field of political 
sociology. He has been awarded several scholarships: Master studies at the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Sciences in Maastricht, the Netherlands, one semester at the University 
of Texas at Austin and SIGMA scholarship to spend five months at the University of 
Salzburg. He is mostly interested in the field of social change, especially modernisation 
of European continent and the European Union and its relation to Montenegro. His 
research goes into matters of inequality and its consequences, especially considering 
change of welfare state and effects of the economic crisis. The most relevant articles he 
has written were on the matters concerning social status of different social groups in 
the contemporary Europe, especially on the relationship between different models of 
welfare state and changes attitudes towards welfare and solidarity, taking into account 
most recent period.

dr. Belina Budini

Dr. Belina Budini is a Jean Monnet key Staff member. Currently she holds the position of 
the Head of the Department of Public Relations and Communication at the European 
University of Tirana. She teaches Political Communication, Public Relations and 
Organizational Communication courses. As a researcher, her field of expertise is Media, 
Journalism and Public Relations. She recently published the book “Representations 
of Albania in TIME magazine, 1923-2013” based on a 3 years research project taking 
specifically Time Magazine as a case study. She is also the author of “Edi Rama, the 
emergence of a media-driven politician in post-communist Albania”, published in 2009, 
finalizing her postgraduate studies at Goldsmiths College, University of London. Since 
then, Budini has published many articles in scientific journals both internationally 
and in the country. Her actual focus is both on research and lecturing at the UET. As 
a columnist, Budini contributes regularly to the generalist media with opinions and 
analysis pertaining to her area of expertise. Previously she has worked as journalist and 
editor in best selling daily newspapers in Albania and writes regular columns on Political 
Communication, Media Sociology and Public Relations. 

PrOf. assOc. erjOna canaj

Prof. Assoc. Erjona Canaj, is a Jean Monnet key Staff member. Ms Canaj holds a PhD 
Degree in International and European Union Law from the University of “La Sapienza”, 
Rome, Italy. Ms Canaj holds a Bachelor Degree in Law and a Master Degree in Family Law 
– Children Defense in Civil and Criminal procedures from the same university. She has 
an extensive experience as a lecturer at the University of ‘Ismail Qemali’, Vlora, and the 
European University of Tirana. She has been actively engaged in project development in 
the area of European Union law, family law and refugee law as well as in research at the 
national and regional level, including working as a trainer on her areas of expertise in 
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Albania and Kosovo. Ms Canaj has published several articles and co-authored academic 
books in the areas of international law, family law, and refugee law. Currently she is the 
Head of Private Law Department at the European University of Tirana.

PrOf. dr. adrian civici

Prof. Dr. Adrian Civici is the Jean Monnet Chair at the European University of Tirana. He 
is a distinguished scholar, lecturer and expert in Albania in the field of EU economic 
integration, sustainable regional development and transitory economies in South East 
Europe, agriculture policies and rural development. He has been working in various 
leading positions in the public sector, government and civil society as well as higher 
education. Prof. Dr. Civici holds a Ph.D., in Economics from ENSA, Montpellier (France) 
and a doctor’s degree in Business Administration from the Agricultural University of 
Tirana. Prof. Dr. Civici was a Member of the Supervisory Council of the Bank of Albania 
from April 2005 to September 2014. Prof. Dr. Civici is the author of several books on 
market economy in Albania and in the region and has published in leading scientific 
journals. Currently Prof. Civici is the President of the European University of Tirana.

PrOf. assOc. dr. 
Maria antOnietta cOnfalOnieri

Maria Antonietta Confalonieri is Associated Professor of European Political Organization 
at the Faculty of Political Sciences of the University of Pavia. She also teaches the 
courses, Policy Analysis and Gender studies-Gender equality policies in the EU at the 
undergraduate level and European integration and public policy the post-graduate 
level (MA Degree in Economics, Politics and International Institutions, inter-faculty 
degree with the Faculty of Economics). She is Coordinator for International Student 
Mobility of the University of Pavia. She is the Chairperson of the Council for the degree 
curricula (Consiglio di Corso di Laurea) in Political Sciences and International Relations, 
member of the Council for the PHD program in Political Science, and member of 
the Steering Committee of the Interdepartemental Center for Gender Studies of the 
University of Pavia. Regarding research, she has worked on comparative political 
culture, political parties and EU enlargment. Her current research interest are on 
comparative Euroscepticism and Europeanization of public policies. A book by her on 
the Europeanization of gender equality policies will be published shortly.

ketrina ÇaBiri, Phd candidate

Ketrina Çabiri, PhD Candidate is a Jean Monnet key Staff member. She is a political 
scientist specialized in the politics of democratization, with emphasis on the 
democratization of Albania. Ketrina received a Master’s Degree in European Politics from 
the University of Sussex, UK and is currently pursuing her PhD on Public Policy. She has 
been working as a lecturer on Theories of Democracy at the University of Tirana and 
is currently a lecturer at the Department of Applied Social Sciences at the European 
University of Tirana. Ms. Çabiri has been working as an external consultant for national 
and regional research organizations as well as an expert of European Research Programs 
in the Agency for Research, Technology and Innovation in the Council of Ministers. 
Ms. Çabiri is the co/author of several articles published in national and international 
journals. Currently Ketrina works as the Project Manager in the Office for Project 
Development and Research at the European University of Tirana



12

henri Çili, Phd

Henri Çili, PhD is one of the founders and Director General of the European University 
of Tirana and MAPO MEDIA Group. He has gained his PhD in Political Communication at 
University Paris II, under the supervision of Professor Jacque Barrat with a doctoral thesis 
on the development of the political communication in Albania from the early 1990s (fall 
of the communist regime) to the first decade of 00s (democratization and EU Accession). 
His research areas now include political and party systems, media landscape and higher 
education. Henri is highly engaged in the public sphere in Albania not only as a key 
stakeholder in the higher education system, but also as an opinion-former in the media, 
contributing to quality debate with insights and analysis on public affairs and emerging 
issues in the development of the Albanian society and polity. 

MirkO dukOvic, Phd candidate 

Mirko Dukovic is a teaching assistant at the Faculty of Law at Donja Gorica University, 
Montenegro and is currently completing his doctoral studies in EU law. He has received 
his Masters of Law from the University of Belgrade and Bachelor of Legal Sciences from 
University of Montenegro. He works with various research and international projects in 
Montenegro and in the region. 

dr. arOlda elBasani

Arolda Elbasani is Jean Monnet Fellow at Robert Schuman Center for Advanced 
Studies, EUI Florence. Previously, she held research and teaching fellowships at 
Columbia University; Social Science Research Center, Berlin; European University of 
Tirana and Free University, Berlin. She received her PhD in Social and Political Sciences 
from the European University Institute, Florence. Her research interests lay at the 
intersection of Islamic politics, role of European enlargement, Institutional change 
and comparative democratization with a focus on Southeast Europe and Turkey. She 
is working on a series of articles and a book length project on Muslim communities’ 
support for democratic regimes, particularly in Albania, Turkey and Kosovo. The aim 
is to trace and explain development of their position towards democratization under 
varying institutional contexts and ideological frameworks. Another separate, though 
interrelated, project extends her previous PhD research on the role of European 
enlargement to promote democratic reforms in difficult cases of democratization in the 
Balkans. Her publications include among others articles at Democratization, Journal 
of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, Transitions, Sudosteuropa and the edited book 
on European Integration and Transformation in Western Balkans published with 
Routledge in 2013. 

PrOf. eManuela ferreri 

Emanuela Ferreri graduated in Anthropology from the La Sapienza University of Rome 
(1992). In 1999, she undertook further training in “Anthropology of Cultural Heritage,” 
and obtained her P.h.D. in: “History and formation of the socio-cultural processes of the 
modern age” from the Faculty of Political Science, Sociology and Communication, in 
2012. She is a lecturer (La Sapienza Department of Political Studies) in: “Development 
Anthropology” and “Sociology”. Has worked with various international agencies and 
institutes for research and cooperation (IPALMO, UNIMED, IMED, CESE, CNA) as a 
research and planning assistant and teacher-trainer.



13

PrOf. francescO Gui

Francesco Gui, is professor of Modern History at the Faculty of “Lettere e Filosofia”, 
Sapienza University of Rome, and member of the Department of History, Cultures, 
Religions. His works have dealt with relevant moments and personalities of European 
modern history since the Renaissance through the epoch of Charles V to the Bohemian 
phase of the Thirty years War. To the history of Bohemia and Moravia he has dedicated 
a recent publication. As for the contemporary age, he initially turned his attention 
to the Italian political system at the end of the First World War, then he dedicated his 
researches to individual themes and figures of European unification process, with 
special attention to Altiero Spinelli, author of the Manifesto of Ventotene, that has been 
translated in all languages of the EU under prof. Gui’s coordination, with the support of 
the Lazio Region. Editor of the online review “EuroStudium3w” and coordinator of the 
academic network “University for Europe. Towards Political Union”, he has taught courses 
among others at the University of Malta in Rome, the School for Higher Education of 
Lazio, the National Centre of European Documentation, the School of Administration of 
the Ministry of Interior. He has promoted several initiatives to publicize the European 
issues, both as a teacher and as adherent to the European Federalist Movement, 
currently being its regional president for Lazio. He was promoter and secretary of the 
National Committee for the celebration of the hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
Altiero Spinelli from 2006 to 2010.

valentina GullO

Valentina Gullo graduated with honors in Political Science and International Relations 
from La Sapienza University of Rome in 2013. Graduated with honors from a second 
level master course in Geopolitics and Global Security (La Sapienza University) in 2015. 
She is a member and responsible of project management and implementation at the 
European Observatory of La Sapienza University, Associate researcher of IsAG (Istituto 
Alti Studi in Geopolitica e Scienze Ausiliarie) and of the Observatory on Terrorism 
Financing and Money Laundering of the Bruno Visentini Foundation (LUISS University, 
Rome).

dr. MirO haček
 
Miro Hacek is Professor at the Department of Political Science at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, University of Ljubljana. He runs pre-graduate courses on the Introduction 
to Political System, Introduction to Public Administration, Comparative Civil Servants 
Systems, Comparative Politics and Comparative Local Government, as well as class at 
the postgraduate level, namely, Political and Administrative Management. From 2005 to 
2007 he was the Head of political science department; he is currently again heading the 
same department (2013-2015); from 2007 to 2011 he was also Head of policy analysis 
and public administration department at the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University 
of Ljubljana. From 1999 to 2009 he was General Secretary of the Slovenian Political 
Science Association, while in May 2009 he was elected President of the Association and 
in June 2011 for the vice-president of the Association. In October 2012 he was elected 
for the Vice-President of Central European Political Science Association (CEPSA). He also 
conducts a class on “Decentralised and Local Administration in Europe Compared (III)” 
in the international master’s programme at the University of Trento. He was a visiting 
lecturer at the Hong Kong Baptist University (January 2005, January 2007), South 
Dakota State University (September 2009, April 2010) and at Hughes Hall in Cambridge 
(July 2001). He has published many scientific articles, papers and books in the Slovenian 
and English languages.
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dr. franz kOk

Dr. Franz Kok is head student advisor and serves as the departmental ERASMUS-
coordinator. Furthermore, he is the chief liaison for the department’s external and 
international relations. Among his numerous activities, he shares a passion for questions 
of energy policy and environmental issues. Dr. Kok, is a lecturer of Political Science 
(Methodology, Comparative Politics, Political System, Introduction to Political Science) 
for 25 years, coordinator of Political Science Studies at the University of Salzburg till 
2013 and Erasmus Coordinator since 1991 ongoing. Curriculum development projects 
within the framework of the Austrian HEI reform agenda in Kosovo with successful 
accreditation of BA Political Science 2008-2012, MA European Integration and Public 
Administration 2013-2014. Recently he is an Erasmus Mundus SIGMA coordinator for the 
University of Salzburg.

PrOf. jan kuBik

Professor Kubik is the director of the UCL School of Slavonic and East European Studies 
(SSEES), an institution affiliated to University College London. In the same time he holds 
the Chair of Political Science at Rutgers University, New Jersey. After studying sociology 
and philosophy at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków and several years of teaching 
in the Department of Sociology there, Professor Kubik earned his doctoral degree in 
anthropology at Columbia University defending his thesis entitled, ‘The Role of Symbols 
in the Legitimation of Power. Poland: 1976-1981’. His interest is in social movements 
and protest politics and the complex interplay between power (politics) and culture. 
The latter was stimulated by the “exhilarating experience” of the first Solidarity period in 
Poland. His research is now concentrated in the fields of civil society, social movements, 
and protest politics; the relationship between politics and culture; and post-communist 
transformations. 

nita luci, Phd

Nita Luci holds a PhD in Anthropology from the University of Michigan – Ann Arbor. She 
also teaches at the American University in Kosovo. Her research has focused on topics 
of gender and manhood, state, post-socialism, nationalism, contemporary art, body, 
memory, and violence. In spring 2013 she was visiting research scholar at Dartmouth 
College and Fellow at the Gender Research Institute at Dartmouth. She has received 
numerous research grants and fellowships, and has been a Returning Scholar Fellow for 
the past five years with the OSI Academic Fellowship Program. Her publications include: 
Masculine Habitus: How to Think of Men in Kosova (2011); Un/welcomed Guests: NATO 
Intervention in Kosova (2011); Events and Sites of Difference: Mark-ing Self and Other in 
Kosovo (co-authored with Predrag Markovic, 2009); The Politics of Remembrance and 
Belonging: Life Histories of Albanian Women in Kosova (co-authored book with Vjollca 
Krasniqi, 2006); Endangering Masculinity in Kosovo: Can Albanian Women Say No? 
(2002). She is also lecturer at the University of Prishtina, Department of Anthropology, 
where she heads the University Program for Gender Studies and Research at the 
Institute for Social Studies and the Humanities, University of Prishtina. She also 
coordinates the TEMPUS project Human Rights at the Heart of Higher Education at the 
Faculty of Philosophy.
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dOc. dr. sci 
nedzMa dzananOvic Mirascija  

Nedzma has studies political science at the Faculty of Political Sciences in Sarajevo and 
completed her Master’s degree in 2004 in the first generation of European Studies, 
organized by the London School of Economics and Political Science, University of 
Bologna and the University of Sarajevo. Her PhD focused on possibilities and limits 
of post-national foreign policy: EU foreign policy applied.  She works as a Lecturer 
and Researcher at the University of Sarajevo. Member of the analytical group, which 
operates within the NATO George C. Marshall Center and the Partnership for Peace 
program called Study Group for Euro-Atlantic security. She has published a book 
entitled The status of an individual in the post-national integration: Citizens of the EU 
(2008), and three studies and several articles in the field of foreign policy analysis and 
european integration.

PrOf. dr. BleriM reka 

Prof.Dr. Blerim Reka is Pro-Rector for International Relations of SEE University, and 
expert/author for Western Balkans in: Geopolitical Information Service of the Prince of 
Liechtenstein. From 2006-2010 he was Ambassador of Republic of Macedonia to EU, 
Brussels. He hold a DJ (doctorate) in International Public Law, (University of Prishtina- 
University of GRAz); MLL, (University of Prishtina,); and BA of LAW, (UP); He was 
FULBRIGHT SENIOR FELLOW in International Law, at Law School, University of Southern 
California, (USC) LA: “International Governance with Post- Conflict Societies”, 2003); 
and at HARVARD Executive Program: “Innovations in Governance”, John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, Ash Institute (2005). He was involved in constitutional drafting 
in Macedonia and Kosovo, as member of Constitutional Committee of Parliament 
of RM, drafting the constitutional amendments in accordance to “Ohrid Framework 
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